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1989 
ALASKA PENINSULA-ALEUTIAN ISLANDS 

GENERAL SALHON MANAGEMENT PLAN 

SOUTH PENINSULA JULY - AUGUST 

The 1989 p i n k  sa lmon p r o j e c t e d  c a t c h  i s  3 m i l l i o n  f i s h .  T h i s  i s  

l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e  1988 h a r v e s t  o f  6 .8  m i l l i o n  f i s h ,  b u t  o v e r  

doub le .  t h e  p a r e n t  y e a r  ( 1987 )  h a r v e s t  o f  1.2 m i l l i o n  The 1 9 7 9 - 8 8  

a v e r a g e  Sou th  P e n i n s u l a  p o s t  June  p i n k  sa lmon h a r v e s t  i s  

5,177,000.  

The p o s t  June  chum sa lmon h a r v e s t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  be r o u g h l y  

800,000 f i s h  w h i c h  w i l l  be b e l o w  t h e  1988  h a r v e s t  o f  1 ,379,000 

w h i c h  was t h e  second  l a r g e s t  h a r v e s t  s i n c e  1962.  The 1979-1988  
? 

a v e r a g e  c a t c h  was 1,044,000 r a n g i n g  f r o m  378,000 i n  1979 t o  

1,399,000 i n  1986.  

D u r i n g  1980 a  much l a r g e r  t h a n  no rma l  number o f  p u r s e  s e i n e r s  

c a u g h t  r e c o r d  numbers  o f  p i n k  sa lmon i n  t h e  Shumagin I s l a n d s .  I t  

became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  p u r s e  s e i n e  f l e e t  was e f f e c t i v e l y  

p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  sa lmon f r o m  r e a c h i n g  t h e  bays  and t h e  r u n s  were 

o n l y  m e d i o c r e  e a s t  o f  V o l c a n o  Bay. Due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  

o f t e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  r u n s  g o i n g  t o  

d i f f e r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l o c a t i o n s ,  t h e  amount o f  p u r s e  s e i n e  g e a r  

i n  t h e  Shumagins w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  be a  f a c t o r  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  

amount o f  f i s h i n g  t i m e  a l l o w e d  i n  t h e  Shumagins as  compared t o  

m a i n 1  and t e r m i n a l  h a r v e s t  a r e a s .  

I t  i s  s ~ e c u l a t e d  t h a t  l a r g e  numbers o f  C h i g n i k  s o c k e y e  may be 

i n t e r c e p t e d  d u r i n g  J u l y  i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  Shumagin I s l a n d s  

S e c t i o n .  These l o c a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  have a  h i s t o r y  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  

f i s h i n g  e f f o r t  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y .  The l o c a t i o n s  i n  q u e s t i o n  a r e :  

( 1 )  The wes t  s i d e  o f  Unga I s l a n d  l o c a t e d  be tween  Bay P o i n t  and 

A r c h e d i n  P o i n t .  



( 2 )  The p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Shumagin I s l a n d s  S e c t i o n  l o c a t e d  s o u t h  

o f  5 5 "  N .  l a t .  (which  i n c l u d e s  Mountain  P o i n t  on Nagai 

I s l a n d ) .  

The above  l o c a t i o n s  (and  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  O u t e r  Shumagins  

where  i t  i s  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  l a r g e  numbers  o f  C h i g n i k  d e s t i n e d  

s o c k e y e  a r e  b e i n g  t a k e n )  w i l l  be c l o s e d  t o  commerc i a l  sa lmon 

f i s h i n g  i f  s u b s t a n t i a l  numbers o f  s o c k e y e  a r e  b e i n g  c a u g h t  & 
t h e  Depa r tmen t  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h e  l a t e  C h i g n i k  r u n  i s  below 

e s c a p e m e n t  n e e d s .  

I n i t i a l l y  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Sou th  P e n i n s u l a  l o c a t e d  e a s t  o f  

Rock I s l a n d  ( n e a r  Cape L a z a r e f )  and n o t  c o v e r e d  by t h e  

3 S o u t h e a s t e r n  D i s t r i c t  Management P l an  ( f o u n d  i n  5  A A C  0 9 . 3 6 0 )  

w i l l  be open t o  commercia l  sa lmon f i s h i n g  f o r  two d a y s  f rom 4:00 

A . M .  J u l y  6 u n t i l  10:OO P.M.  J u l y  7 .  The amount o f  f i s h i n g  t i m e  

a l l o w e d  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  f i s h i n g  p e r i o d  wil l  depend  on t h e  

s t r e n g t h  o f  c a t c h e s  and e s c a p e m e n t s .  

Local  chum r u n s  b e g i n  e a r l i e r  t h a n  r e t u r n s  o f  p i n k  s a lmon .  

C o n s e q u e n t l y  o p e n i n g s  p r i o r  t o  a b o u t  J u l y  18  w i l l  be  b a s e d  on 

t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  chum salmon r u n ,  u n l e s s  p i n k  c a t c h e s  a p p e a r  

u n u s u a l l y  s t r o n g  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  d a t e .  A f t e r  J u l y  1 8 ,  f i s h i n g  t i m e  

w i l l  be  ba sed  l a r g e l y  on p i n k  sa lmon r u n  s t r e n g t h ,  a l t h o u g h  chums 
a r e  s t i l l  an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r .  

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS 

Due t o  poo r  p i n k  salmon e s c a p e m e n t s  i n  Una l a ska  Bay ( t h e  o n l y  

l o c a t i o n  w i t h  a  h i s t o r y  o f  p r o d u c i n g  l a r g e  odd  y e a r  c y c l e  p i n k  

sa lmon r u n s )  d u r i n g  1987 ,  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a  l a r g e  h a r v e s t  o f  

p i n k  sa lmon w i l l  o c c u r  i n  1989 .  The p r o j e c t i o n  i s  f o r  a  p i n k  

sa lmon h a r v e s t  o f  a b o u t  5 0 , 0 0 0 .  

The Kashega Bay S e c t i o n  ( S p r a y  Cape t o  Kone t s  Head) o n l y ,  w i l l  be 

open f rom 6 :00  A . M .  Monday t o  6:00 P.M. F r i d a y  e a c h  week f rom 



June  1 t h r o u g h  J u l y  9 ,  t o  a l l o w  f i s h e r m e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f i s h  

1  o c a l  sockeye .  

The e n t i r e  A l e u t i a n  I s l a n d s  A rea  w i l l  open t o  c o m m e r c i a l  sa lmon 

f i s h i n g  f r om  6:00 A . M .  Monday J u l y  10 u n t i l  6:00 P.M. F r i d a y  

J u l y  14 and f r o m  6:00 A . M .  Monday J u l y  17 u n t i l  12:OO P.M. 

m i d n i g h t  Tuesday J u l y  18, as  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  book .  

T h e r e ' m a y  be v e r y  s h o r t  f i s h i n g  p e r i o d s  d u r i n g  J u l y  21-24 t o  

t e s t  r u n  s t r e n g t h .  I f  t h e  r u n s  do  n o t  i n d i c a t e  s u b s t a n t i a l  

s t r e n g t h  b e f o r e  J u l y  30, t h e  a r e a  w i l l  r e m a i n  c l o s e d  u n t i l  

escapements  j u s t i f y  f i s h i n g  t i m e .  I t i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  s p o t  

o p e n i n g s  w i l l  o c c u r  i n  p r e c i s e l y  d e f i n e d  l o c a t i o n s  as  was t h e  

c a s e  i n  1988. 

,! 

NORTH PENINSULA 

The N o r t h  P e n i n s u l a  sa lmon f i s h e r i e s  w i l l  be  managed on t h e  b a s i s  

o f  c a t c h  p e r  u n i t  e f f o r t  i n d i c a t o r s ,  and r e l a t i v e  abundance o f  

f i s h  as d e t e r m i n e d  by  s u r v e y s  and w e i r / t o w e r  c o u n t s .  The b a s i c  

f i s h i n g  week, d u r i n g  t h e  oDen season,  w i l l  be  as  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  

1988-89 Commerc ia l  F i n f i s h  R e g u l a t i o n  Book and i s  p r e s e n t e d  

be1 ow: 

SECTION OPEN SEASON FISHING PERIOD 

C i n d e r  R i v e r ,  Augus t  1 - Sep tember  30 6:00 A.M. Monday u n t i l  
o u t s i d e  C i n d e r  6:00 P.M. Wednesday 
R i v e r  Lagoon.  

C i n d e r  R i v e r ,  May 1 - Sep tember  30  6:00 A.M.  Monday u n t i l  
i n s i d e  C i n d e r  6:00 P.M. Wednesday 
R i v e r  Lagoon 

O u t e r  P o r t  H e i d e n  Augus t  1 - September  30  6:00 A.M. Monday u n t i l  
6:00 P.M. Wednesday 

I n n e r  P o r t  H e i d e n  May 1 - Sep tember  30 6:00 A . M .  Monday u n t i l  
6:00 P.M. Wednesday 

I l n i k  S e c t i o n  J u l y  5 - Sep tember  30 6:00 A.M.  Monday u n t i l  
o u t s i d e  I l n i k  Lagoon 6:00 P.M. Wednesday 



S E C T I O N  O P E N  S E A S O N  F I S H I N G  PERIOD 

I l n i k  S e c t i o n  M a y  1 - S e p t e m b e r  30 6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
i n s i d e  I l n i k  L a g o o n  6:00 P.M. W e d n e s d a y  

T h r e e  H i l l s  

B e a r  R i v e r  

J u n e  2 5  - S e p t e m b e r  30 6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
6:00 P.M. T h u r s d a y  

M a y  1 - S e p t e m b e r  30 6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
6:00 P.M. T h u r s d a y  

H e r e n d e e n - M o l l e r  B a y  M a y  1 - S e p t e m b e r  30 6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
S e c t i o n ,  encl o s e d  6:00 P.M. T h u r s d a y  
by a  l i n e  f r o m  H a r b o r  
P o i n t  t o  E n t r a n c e  P o i n t  

H e r e n d e e n - M o l l e r  Bay M a y  1 - J u l y  20 
S e c t i o n ,  not e n c l o s e d  
by a  l i n e  f r o m  H a r b o r  
 dint t o  E n t r a n c e  P o i n t  

Nel s o n  L a g o o n  M a y  1 - J u n e  1 5  

6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
6:00 P.M. T h u r s d a y  

6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
12:OO M i d n i g h t  W e d n e s d a y  

Nel s o n  L a g o o n  J u n e  16 - A u g u s t  1 5  6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
12:OO M i d n i g h t  T h u r s d a y  

Nel s o n  L a g o o n  A u g u s t  16 - S e p t e m b e r  30 6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
12:OO M i d n i g h t  W e d n e s d a y  

C a r i b o u  F l a t s  C o m o l e t e l  v  c l o s e d  t o  c o m m e r c i a l  s a l m o n  f i  shinq. 

B l a c k  H i l l s  M a y  1  - S e p t e m b e r  30 6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
6:00 P.M. F r i d a y  

I z e m b e k - M o f f e t  B a y  J u n e  1 - A u g u s t  10 6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
6:00 P.M. T h u r s d a y  

S w a n s o n  L a g o o n  J u n e  1 - A u g u s t  10 6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
6:00 P.M. T h u r s d a y  

Uril ia B a y  

Dub1 in B a y  

B e c h e v i n  B a y  

J u n e  1 - A u g u s t  10 6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
6:00 P.M. T h u r s d a y  

J u l y  10 - A u g u s t  10 6:00 A.M. M o n d a y  until 
6:00 P.M. T h u r s d a y  

J u n e  1 - S e p t e m b e r  30 B v  E m e r q e n c v  O r d e r  O n l y  

T h e  B e c h e v i n  B a y  S e c t i o n  will b e  o p e n  c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  
I k a t a n  B a y  S e c t i o n  ( p a r t  o f  S o u t h  P e n i n s u l a )  d u r i n g  J u n e .  In 



July, t h e  Bechevin Bay Section will initiallv be open from 6:00 

A.M. Monday until 6:00 P.M. Thursday. The extent o f  further 

o p e n i n g s  will depend on t h e  strength o f  t h e  stocks. 

A catch o f  approximately 1.9 million sockeye is projected f o r  t h e  

e n t i r e  North Peninsula (Urilia Bay t o  Cinder River) with t h e  bulk 

o f  t h e  c a t c h  being harvested in t h e  Bear River and Nelson Lagoon 

fisheries. This is above t h e  1 9 8 8  harvest o f  1.5 million 

sockeye. 

T h e  Bear River s o c k e y e  escapement goal will be broken into t h r e e  

s e g m e n t s  (listed below) t o  ensure t h a t  all stocks contributing t o  

t h e  Bear River r u n  r e c e i v e  adequate escapement. T h i s  d o e s  not 

1 c h a n g e  t h e  season escapement goal o f  200-250,000 sockeye. 

BEAR R I V E R  SOCKEYE ESCAPEMENT G O A L  

T i m e  Period Sockeve E s c a ~ e m e n t  Goal 

Through J u l y  15 110,000 t o  125,000 

J u l y  16 - August 5 40,000 t o  50,000 

A f t e r  August 5 50,000 t o  75,000 

Season Total 200,000 t o  250,000 

T h e  number o f  j a c k  sockeye in t h e  escapement is an important 

consideration. If t h e  number o f  j a c k s  is excessively high, it 
may be necessary t o  r a i s e  t h e  escapement goal t o  compensate. 

T h e  1989 chum harvest is anticipated t o  be 500,000, slightly over 

t h e  1 9 7 9 - 1 9 8 8  North Peninsula average o f  465,000 chums. 

N E L S O N  L A G O O N  F I S H E R Y  
T h e  s o c k e y e  salmon escapement goals i n  t h e  S a p s u k  River system 

(Nelson Lagoon) is established at 100,000 - 150,000. Based on 

timing o f  sockeye escapements for t h e  y e a r s  1977-1982 and aiming 

at t h e  average escapement goal o f  125,000 sockeye a schedule o f  

periodic in-season escapement g o a l s  past Sapsuk t o w e r  will be 

utilized during t h e  1 9 8 9  season. 



Because escapements past t h e  t o w e r  lag a significant period o f  

t i m e  following passage through t h e  fishery, total daily catches 

of s o c k e y e  in t h e  fishery will also be considered in evaluating 

run strength. T h e  following schedule o f  periodic daily sockeye 

catch l e v e l s  will be used as a guideline. 

S A P S U K  TOWER SOCKEYE SALMON ESCAPEMENT SCHEDULE 

6 - 2 5  6-30' 7 - 5  7 - 1 0  7 - 1 5  7 - 2 0  7 - 2 5  7 - 3 0  8 - 5  8 - 1 0  8 - 1 5  

"0 3 0  65 90 11 0  1 1 5  1 2 0  1 2 2  1 2 3  1 2 4  125 

N E L S O N  LAGOON SOCKEYE C A T C H  S C H E D U L E  

6 / 1 5 - 2 0  2 0 - 3 5  2 3 - 3 0  7/1-5 5- 1 0  1 0 - 1 5  1 5 - 2 0  2 0 - 2 5  

**l-2 2 - 3  4 - 5 4 - 6 3 - 5 2 - 3  1 - 2  1 - 2  

* T h o u s a n d s  o f  sockeye salmon (accumul ative) 

*$Thousands o f  sockeye salmon (daily catch) 

T o  provide more protection for king salmon stocks, fishing 

periods through J u n e  15 are limited to 6:00 A.M. Monday until 

12:OO P.M. midnight Wednesday. 

T h e r e  will be f o u r  days fishing each w e e k  t h r o u g h  J u n e  30, 

additional t i m e  will be added if daily sockeye c a t c h e s  substan- 

t i a l l y  exceed t h e  schedule. However, if it is evident before 

J u n e  30, that t h e  sockeye run is w e a k  then t h e  n u m b e r  o f  fishing 

d a y s  will be reduced. Any predominance o f  king salmon g e a r  in 

t h e  fishery will be taken into account in evaluating sockeye 

catches. After J u n e  30, fishing periods will be dependent upon 

escapement in relation t o  t h e  escapement schedule and on daily 

catch levels. If escapements past S a p s u k  t o w e r  (a w e i r  is being 

constructed t o  replace t h e  tower) cannot be determined then 

(primarily) daily catch rates and (secondarily) daily catch per 

boat (not per landing) will be utilized t o  evaluate strength o f  

t h e  run and t o  establish fishing periods accordingly. During t h e  

peak o f  t h e  fishery, approximately J u n e  25 - J u l y  5, a healthy 

s o c k e y e  run would provide consistent daily boat averages o f  at 

l e a s t  3 0 0  - 400 sockeye. Probable effect o f  minus tides on 

escapement will also be considered. T h e  strength o f  t h e  king 



salmon run will be a major factor during J u n e  and will be 

considered in decisions regarding sockeye. 

It is not anticipated that more than t h r e e  days per w e e k  will be 

allowed during t h e  fall coho season in Nelson Lagoon. T h e  

efficiency o f  t h e  g e a r  in t h e  fishery has caused a c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  

e n t i r e  Nelson Lagoon Section in early September during 1985, 

1986, and 1987 (when t h e  fishery was open four d a y s  per week). 

FALL F I S H E R I E S  ( f o r  L o c a t i o n s  O u t s i d e  o f  N e l s o n  Lagoon) 

Fall fisheries (principally f o r  cohos) on t h e  South P e n i n s u l a  and 

in t h e  Northwestern District will open approximately S e p t e m b e r  1- 

5 provided t h e r e  will be no conflict with attaining escapement 

$ g o a l s  f o r  earlier runs (primarily chums). Fishing periods will 

be set by emergency order. 

Northern District coho runs will get underway during mid August. 

Fishing periods will initially be t h e  same as listed in t h e  1 9 8 8  

Commerci a1 Finfish Regulation book f o r  each respective section. 

Adjustments will be made as t h e  runs develop. 
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